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What is claimed is: 



* 



1 . A computer s>f5tem, comprising: 
a shared storage; 

a first server process, s&d first server process servicing a first request pertaining 
to a particular session, said first server process storing session information pertaining to 
said particular session in said shared storage; and 

a second server process, said second server process servicing a second request 
pertaining to said particular session* said second server process accessing said session 
information from said shared storagq and using said session information to service said 
second request. 

n 

2. The system of claim 1, Wqereinfeaid second server process updates said 
session information to derive a set of updated se^ttJn information, and wherein said 
second server process stores said update^ session) information in said shared storage. 



3. The system of claim 2, wherein said updated session information replaces 
said session information in said shared storage. 



4. The system of claim 3, further comprising: 

a third server process, said third server process servicing a third request pertaining 
to said particular session, said third server procesa accessing said updated session 
information from said shared storage and using saicf updated session information to 
service said third request. 
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5. The system of cl 
mapped file. 




erein said shared storage comprises a memory- 



6. The system of claim 5, wkerein each of said first and second server 
processes has a memory space associated {herewith, and wherein said memory-mapped 
file is mapped to at least a portion of the memory space associated with said first server 
process and at least a portion of the memorj| space associated with said second server 
process. 



7. The system of claim 1, wherein Wid first server process stores said session 
information into said shared storage in the form ©f a serialized byte stream. 

8. The system of claim 7, wherein said second server process deserializes 
said serialized byte stream prior to using said sessioi\ information to service said second 
request. 



9. The system of claim 1, wherein said second server process sets a busy 
indicator associated with said session information to indicate that said session 
information is currently in use, thereby preventing any other server process from using 
said session information while said second server process i\ using said session 
information. 
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10. A computer implemented method for servicing requests, comprising: 
instantiating a fiist server process; 

instantiating a se&ond server process; 

receiving a first request pertaining to a particular session; 

servicing said firsttrequest with said first server process, said first server process 
storing session information pertaining to said particular session in a shared storage; 

receiving a second request pertaining to said particular session; and 

servicing said seconfl request with said second server process, said second server 
process accessing said sessicm information from said shared storage and using said 
session information to service said second request. 

1 1 . The method of cffrim l/0,vwhep6in servicing said second request comprises: 
updating said session infoVmaidon lfo derive a set of updated session information; 



and 




storing said updated session information into said shared storage. 



12. The method of claim 1 l\wherein storing said updated session information 
into said shared storage comprises: 

overwriting said session information with said updated session information. 



1 3 . The method of claim 1 2, furthe^ comprising: 
instantiating a third server process; 
receiving a third request pertaining to said ikrticular session; and 
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servicing said third^equest with said third server process, said third server process 
accessing said updated session information from said shared storage and using said 
updated session information to service-said third request. 




14. The method of claim 10, wherein said shared storage comprises a 
memory-mapped file. 



1 5. The method of claim 14, wherein each of said first and second server 
processes has a memory space associated therewith, and wherein said method further 
comprises: 

mapping at least a portion of tne memory space associated with said first server 
process to said memory-mapped file; ana 

mapping at least a portion of the rnemory space associated with said second server 
process to said memory-mapped file. 



16. The method of claim 10, wherein said first server process stores said 
session information into said shared storage in the form of a serialized byte stream. 

\ 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein saifl second server process deserializes 
said serialized byte stream prior to using said session reformation to service said second 
request. 

18. The method of claim 10, wherein servicing said second request comprises: 
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setting a busy indicator associated with said session information to indicate that 
said session information is currently in use, thereby preventing any other server process 
from using said session information while said second server process is using said session 
information. 



15 



20 



19. A computer readable medium having stored thereon instructions which, 
when executed by one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to service, 
requests, said computer readable medium comprising: 

instructions for causing one or more processors to instantiate a first server 



10 process; 



instructions for causing one oi more p/ocessors to instantiate a second server 



3re processors to receive a first request 



process; 

instructions for causing one or ] 
pertaining to a particular session; 

instructions for causing one or n\ore processors to service said first request with 
said first server process, said first server process storing session information pertaining to 
said particular session in a shared storage; 

instructions for causing one or more processors to receive a second request 
pertaining to said particular session; and 

instructions for causing one or more processors to service said second request 
with said second server process, said second server process accessing said session 
information from said shared storage and using sajd session information to service said 
second request. 
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instructions for causir 



20. The compute: readable medium of claim 19, wherein the instructions for 
causing one or more processors to service said second request comprises: 

instructions for causi ig one or more processors to update said session information 
to derive a set of updated session information; and 

; one or more processors to store said updated session 



r 



information into said shared s ;orage. 

2 1 . The computer r eadable medium of claim 20, wherein the instructions for 
10 causing one or more processor^ to/^reWd updated session information into said shared 



storage comprises: 

instructions for causing ©ne or more processors to overwrite said session 
information with said updated session information. 



15 22. The computer readable medium of claim 2 1 , further comprising: 

instructions for causing one\or more processors to instantiate a third server 
process; 

instructions for causing one ck more processors to receive a third request 
pertaining to said particular session; ai^d 
20 instructions for causing one or more processors to service said third request with 

said third server process, said third server process accessing said updated session 
information from said shared storage and \ising said updated session information to 
service said third request. 
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23. The computer read^l^nedium of claim 19, wherein said shared storage 
comprises a memory-mapped file. \j 




24. The computer readable medium of claim 23, wherein each of said first and 
econd server processes has a me^nory space associated therewith, and wherein said 
computer readable medium furth^ comprises: 

instructions for causing one or more processors to map at least a portion of the 
memory space associated with saidl first server process to said memory-mapped file; and 
10 instructions for causing one lor more processors to map at least a portion of the 

memory space associated with said second server process to said memory-mapped file. 



25. The computer readable medium of claim 19, wherein said first server 
process stores said session information into said shared storage in the form of a serialized 
15 byte stream. 



26. The computer readable medium of claim 25, wherein said second server 
process deserializes said serialized byte stpeam prior to using said session information to 
service said second request. 



27. The computer readable medium of claim 19, wherein the instructions for 
causing one or more processors to service saidWcond request comprises: 
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instructions for causing one or more processors to set a busy indicator associated 
with said session information to indicate that said session information is currently in use, 
thereby preventing any other server process from using said session information while 
said second server process is usin^said session information. 
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